SECURITY INFORMATION 



279-CRIAO 4 August 1952 

BGFIBND ROME MONTHLY SURVEY REPORT 

15 June to 15 July 1952 

/ 

Chief, DYCLAVIER INTO/ Chief, BYCLAVIER 

C 3 yj Washington, B.C. 

~ ■=* 

£- n ATTN: L- 

Following is the BGFIEND d .^Station Report for the period 15 June 
to 15 July 1952, which is late owing to the absence of C ' If and 
C J : 

1 . HTNEIGH Ex ec utive Committee ? 

Politics as usual is about all tha.t can be said about the activity 
of the Executive Committee for this period. C 3 was 

absent, having gone to Egypt to visit RECASTING but the XNMALEDICT 
continued its effort to sabotage the Committee re-organization and 
broadening. While E- 3 hesitates to cast dispersions on our ZRCROWH 

oartner, there can now be no doubt that the XNMALEDICT was aided and a- 
betted by the ZRCRGWNS. C J views the XHMALEDICT and the ZRCROWH 

position as follows: 



SUBJECT: 

TO: 

ATTN: 



a. The ZRCRGWNS have only one group of friends among the 
KMWAAHOO exiles— the XNMALEDICTS. 

b. The ZRCROWNS see the KMWAAHOO question narrowing down 

to two forces — those led by c H, the other probably 

spear-headed by .RECASTING-, at the head of a coalition of exiles— 
strongly pro-PBPRIME and backed by the PBPRIMES. 

c. The only opportunity for the ZRCROWNS to establish a 
government sympathetic to Her Majesty's government is to marry 
the XNMALEDICT to one group or the other. 

d. There is a little likelihood of the exile coalition 
cooperating with the ZRCROWNS. The best they can do in this 
respect is to keep them disorganized, hoping to further the 
strength of the XNMALEDICT and attract individuals who become 
fed up with HTNEIGH' s lack of success — thus the PBPRIME backers. 

e. It seems apparent from all reports that an effort to 
splice the XNMALEDICT to the Identity (l) group has failed. 
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f Thus the ZRC80WSS and miAtSDICT dte left with only one 
choice — spar for time : attempt to keep the elements in exile dis- 
organized, and hope that XffMALEBlCT can attract the Ockleshaw's 
who will become dissatisfied with the inactivity of HTEEIGH. Mean- 
while the PBPRIMES finance the XHWAM1DICT and thus farther both the 
XMMAL8DICT and the ZRCROWH aims. 



2. Military Junta 

There is no activity to report on the Military Junta for the period 
15 June to 15 July other than the fact that a change in CoBanandants at 
JBPARSON occasioned some difficulty at the time. The political represen- 
tatives in JBPARSGH were insistent that the Military Junta make the 
PBPRIMES revoke the order dismissing C- The Junta was 

informed that this was a MAGPIE matter and that HTBEIGH had no voice in 
the decision. 

3 BGFLPMS Committee 

a. KMBPMPSY 

KMBUMPSY was not published during the period covered by this 
report due to the following reasons 

For many years the Italian government has been very lenient 
toward exile groups publishing clandestine material , but recently 
the government has had a change of heart. This has been brought 
about by the fact that many publishers enjoying asylum in Italy 
have not hesitated to slander the Italian state. It has been fur- 
thur occasioned by the fact that some Italian government officials 
have acted as "dummy editors" for these editors in order to giv® 
them a measure of protection. At long last the Italian government 
has lost its patience and they are now insisting that all publishers 
of such material must take out a government license. When KMBUMPSY 
was started, the. Italian officials informed HTKEIGH it would not be 
necessary to have a license. About two months ego they reversed 
their position and informed us that while we had done nothing to 
change their opinion, that in conformity with the drive being made 
to license all publishers they would appreciate our obtaining the 
license before continuing our operation. Like all things in Italy 
this took time, but we have since been granted a license and 
publication has been resumed. 

b. QZPALIIG 

OftFALING has been continuing along an even keel and if letters 
from our readers are any criteria, its stature is growing in the 
eyes of its readers The reader will be interested in knowing 
that not long ago MFI8ND received a letter from the KMViAAHOO Youth 
organization in IAen. (2), telling us what s.o.b.'s we are, which 
pleases us since it indicates they must be reading our material and are 
somewhat stunned by it. 
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c . Leaflets 

Two leaflets were prepared during this period — "both at the 
request of the ZRGROWNS . One leaflet has teen translated and 
sent to BOBIBBY for production while translations on the others 
are just being completed. 
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TO THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR FREE ALBANIA 

ROME 

Here below I am presenting the details of the incidents which tock place on 
the 25 and 24 of May 1952 in Lavrion and in Athens, The reason for the delay in 
the letter is due to our waiting to see the measures that would be taken by the 
Qreek authorities. 

This report does not attempt to judge the guilt of anyopa but only to present 
the actual facts as well as the different version of the two parties on those points 
upon which they differ. The ascertaining of the facts and guilt, as well as the 
resolving of such conflicts must be accomplished by an official commissi an cSposed 
of representatives of the parties who have sufficient authority to take full respon- 
sibility fcr the actions of their members. 

The root of the conflict in Lavricn lies in the propaganda activity in the camp. 

The Legitimists hold to the principle that no one should make propaganda in the 
camp and particularly not among any registered member of their party. The Ballists 
claim the right to explain the program cf their party to everyone who will listen to 
them, and this propaganda has been going on new since the camps came to existence. 

Both parties, of course, accuse one another that the other party uses offensive ex- 
press! ms in their propaganda, and both deny such activity* 

As a consequence of this situation Hamdi Zyppe, about three weeks prior to the 
outbreak of violence at Lavrion, tdd Skender Dume that he has notifying him in the 
name of the Legalitet Party not to proselyte any member of Legal! tet, and if he per- 
sisted in continuing to proselyte some unpleasant things would result against Skender 
Dume; furthermore the leaders of the Legalitet were unable to control the actions of 
their members and consequently could not take any responsibility for any eventuality. 

Skender Dume answered that he would continue to explain the program of his party, 
and that the Legalitet has the same rights toward the members of the Ballist Party.’ 

On Friday the 23 <f May 1952, at 3 p.m. a political discussion took place in a 
cafe in Lavrion between Skender Dume, Hamdi Kondi, Refik Talo and Nedim Totolaku, 
the first two being Ballists, the latter two Legitimists. According to the Legita- 
odst version of the stcry, the Ballists made propaganda fcr their program using 
offensive language against Legaliteti. The Ballists, on the other hand, admit the 
propaganda but deny the use of offensive language. After this discussion, Skender 
Diane went to the office of the NCFA where he works (Hamdi Zypce also works here but 
was absent at the time) for the Committee. At 5:30 pm a group cf Legitamists arrived 

f r a n laa kfr-ng-arrr-f TTT^gT~T>r*m^ o 
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in the office and asked Skender Bume to desist from making any further propaganda 
on behalf of his party. *hen Skender Dume refused to make such a premise, they 
beat him up and left the premises. According to the declaration submitted by 

the persons who actually entered the office and beat him are toe fdlaring* 



Refik Talo 
Niazi Kaso 
Ibrahim Mullai 
Iljaz Aliu 
Niazi Mullai 
Qamil Mullai 
Muharrem Sofka 

and in addition fifteen other persons waited outside the NCFA office. The Legit amists 
admit that four of the above individuals habe beaten up Skender Dume. 

As soon as Muharrem Bajraktari learned about the incident, h© went to the NCFA 
office where he found Skender Dume. He at once send a messenger to call Hamdi Zypce 
in order to clarify the situation. In the meantime a group cf four Ballists who had 
heard about the incident met Zypce while he was on his way to the NCFA office and one 
of them, Nsoati (Jane Dervishaj struck Hamdi Zypce who continued on his way. ^*he names 
of the Ballist group are as follows: 

Cane Dervishaj 
Koci Zani 
Qani Pepellashi 
Xhelo Kogiu 

At 6tS0 pm after the beating up of Hamdi Zyp^e became known, another group of Legita- 
udsts (according to Skender Dume) headed by Et-hem Had§ri$ (Alarupi), Niazi Kaso, 
and Niazi UullauL) went to the NCFA office but did not enter and socn withdrew. In 
the meantime, the command of the camp was informed about the incidents and sounded 
a signal far the refugees to gather in the camp* Shortly after the entrance cf the 
refugees into the camp, a riot broke out which resulted in the knife wounding of four 
individuals, two Ballists and two Legitamists: Xhelo Kociu and Xhelo Badlku from 
Balli, and Zenel Fejzo and Niazi MullaJ from the Lsgallteti. These four and Skender 
Dume were confined to the infirmary of the ca p, 

4*he investigations were made cm the spot by °hief of the Aliens Section of the 
Greek Gendarmarie for Continental Greece himself, Lt.Col. Niko Panajotakopoulos and 
by Captain Psimari, who intervened and took the word of both parties that such in- 
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cidents would not bo repeated. i he following people were arrested 5 



Fr an Belli Cane Dervishaj 


Fr cm Legaliteti Iljaz Alija 


Koci Zani 


Ibrahim Mullai 


Qani Pepellashi 


Refik Talo 


^hefqet Kello 


Qamil Mullai 



Hamdi Kondi MuWarrem Sofka 

Alush Cako ; Mustafa Meco 

1 no party - Istref Dogjani 

All of the above were soon released fr on custody cf the: police* |he two following 
persons were arrested on the charge of using knives and were sent to Athens: 

Hjrsen Xhelili from Balli 
Ilijaz Aii u fr on Legaliteti 

But because of lack of evidence they were also released after three days detention, 
Thus ended the incidents inso far as l>avrion was concerned but unf crtunately this 



did not end the affair* 



In the afteraood of the 24 of May. after an argument Bitar Has ami struck F aik 
*\ikrairi in Cafe Bernitsa in Athens, bach party describes the incident differently. 

It is lmpoe8ible to give a concise description of just what took place, and the (nat- 
ter remains to be clarified by high level representatives of the two parties* 

As an Albanian, I have deeply regretted the violence conn it ted on the persons of 
Faik Bukioiri as well as Skender Duroe and Hamdi Zypce # flegardless of the circumstances ; 
I have told each of the above persons that I would do my best to see that they obtain 
personal satisfaction in this matter* 

To tolerate any violence provoked or not in the situation in which we are in 
today means to destroy any cooperation among us, and also dtjaeredits us in the eyes 
of those who are supporting our cause. 1 he ref ore I ccnside^it absolutely essential 
and only just that immediate and example setting measures be taken against all those 
who have committed acts of violence personally regardless of party membership, and 
regardless of any justification whatsoever. The solution of; any conflicts which came 
up between the parties must be handled by the respective leaders of the parties. Un- 
fortunately for reasaw out of my control, it was not possible to take these measures. 

I have told the above to our koskot xfriends in c cram on and to the pabty representatives* 
So far as the role of the friends in c (mm on is concerned, you will hear directly from 
them . 

The Greek authorities took the following measures: 'First, they interned Ditar 
Hasani to the island of Syr os, and secondly they removed from Layripn, Hysen Xhel- 
ili and sent him to Athens saying this was a temporary measure fro calm down the 
situation in Lavrion. the Greek auth Titles also declared 1 that they did not con- 
sider it nemessary to take any other measure since tofeey believe the situation to 

I ; 
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be under control. As for myself. I have not considered it wise to approach^ he Greek 
authorities. They certainly would have carried out their opinions. If I wt»uld 
have intervened, any measure they took would have been interpreted as being inspired 
by me. Besides to utilise the services of the Greek police to prosecute the offenders 
is a debate able question, notwithstanding that there is often no other recoursk in 
xxaos such cases as the present. i 



Though the situation has calmed down on the surface appearance, the tensiortcanti- 
nues in reality and will not decrease with out radical intervention by the party j \ 
leaders into their awn party membership. As a consequence of these acts of violpnbe, 
the prestige of the parties ax fron the point of view of power has begun to indcjjr \ 
play an important roleyS A he entrance of this prestige factor is an unending sohrce \ 
ft6r further acts of violence » s \ 

In order to create a tolerable situation, I recommend that a commissi on be £orad<|\ 
to carry out any investigation of these incidents, and to close them in a formal Wan — \ 
ner. What I consider even more necessary is an agreement concerning a minimum ojp 
courtesy with regards to propaganda at least until the beginning of elections cafcpaigng. 
Another duty which the parties must assume is the solution of every conflict by /means \ 
of high level discussions, and also assigning the responsibility f cr the political acts 
of their party members. *f nothing is dene in this directi on, the incidents will re- 
cur, and coopertion will soon become impossible. 

j ' 

A he matter is important and should not be left hanging* I expect that you: will 
let me know what you have decided what should be done. 



I send you my greetings. 



Ihsan Toptani 



Copies sent to New lark Headquarters far information 




BANDbLPH CHURCHILL INTERVIEWING MARSHAL TITO. (April 1952) 

QUEST ION t Which 1b Your present attitude towards Albania T 

ANSWER I "Our attitude with regard to Albania remains unchanged. We do 

not have deeper motives on this matter. We think that Albania must 
remain Independent, and that any interference into the Internal affairs 
of this country no matter from wherever it may come and regardless 
of the regime in power in Albania, would constitute a big mistake. 
Because I think that the Albanian People will gather enough strength 
to overthrow the present satellite government and to establish a 
perfect democratic regime and, more generally, a system. Any other 
solution would endanger the peace in this part of the Balkans. Yougo- 
s la via ha 8 momal responsabili ties towards this problem." 




Translation from greek 

\ 

Dear friend Ihsan Toptani, 





Several days ago 1 had the oportunity, in the course of 
a friendly c nversaticn. to draw to your attention a cutting of an 
article published in VBSA on May, 4th, in which Marshal Tito expressed 
his opinion in an interview with the son f tha British Prime Minister, 
Mr, Churchill, regarding the future of your country. 

It appears as if iiarshal Tito has oonsciously intended 
to summarise his views on his future attitude towards your cuntry. 



The terms it chose to use leave sufficient space few a variety 
of interpretations and, I am sure You are mere competent than I am to judge 
which interpretation cemes nearest to the interpret at ion of the Committee 
for Free Albania to which you belong . 

It appears to me as lying within the spirit of our friendly 
exchange of views whan I make the suggestion that You ask Your fellow 

v 

e auhtryme n in Rone, with whoa You collaborate, what their opinion is, on 

/ ■ 

the expression "moral re spons ability of I 'Jugoslavia in Albanian matters, 1 * 



used by marshal Tito. 



If You agree to pass on this quo t ion to them, I am of course 
willing to pledge myself to make only limited use of it and to forward the 
^hswer only to political persormalities who have concerned themselves with the 
Lan question and who have taken a closed interest In it; Under no 






circumstances would I make available to the press the thoughts expressed 
and<;jtheir formulation. 

I wish that this occasion would contribute in establishing a 
confidence within tha possibilities of general necessities and correlations. 
/ With very cordial greetings, I remain 



{■A 

MrL.j IHSAN TOPTANI 
/ % ATHENS' 

18 Aiay 1962 



Signed : 



Alexandros Veil inis 
Zirini, 2 KIFIS3IA 
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